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who distinguished themsehes by their talents and rose to high places under govern-
ment. [One of them,} Abu '1-Hasan All was appointed by al-Moizz to act as the
associate of Abu Tahir Muhammad in the post of k&di and chief magistrate. This
Abu Tahir was the son of Ahmad, the son of Abd Allah, the son of iXasr, the son of
Bujair, the son of Salih, the son of Osama ad-Duhli. The two continued to act with
joint authority till the death of al-3Ioizz and the accession of al-Aziz Mzar, that
prince's son. The new sovereign confided to the kddi Abu '1-Hasan the adminis-
tration of the two (principal) mosques and the direction of the mint, but the magis-
terial authority was shared by them both till the kddi Abu Tahir had a derangement
of humours which paralized one of his sides and rendered him incapable of mo\ing
from one place to another without being carried. On the 1st of Safar, 366
(29th Sept. A. D. 976), al-Aziz proceeded on horseback to the island which lies
between Old Cairo and Jiza. Abu Tahir, accompanied by his assessors, was borne
to the gate of the Sanaa (2) and, being presented to the prince, requested him to
take into consideration the state of weakness to which he was reduced and allow
him to employ, as his substitute, his own son Abu '1-Ala. It is related that al-
Aziz said, on seeing him so much emaciated: "Nothing remains to be done with
** that man but to make kadtd of him (3)." Two days later, the prince nominated
to the exclusive possession of the kadiship Abu '1-Hasan AH, the son of an-Norman.
Abu '1-Hasan then rode to the great mosque of Cairo and caused his diploma to be
read there to the public; and from thence he proceeded to the Djdmt 'l-Attk (the
ancient mosque] at Old Cairo and presided at the same ceremony. The person who
read the diploma was his brother, Abu Abd Allah Muhammad Ibn an-Noman. By
this document he was empowered to act as [supreme] kadi over all the provinces of
Egypt, Syria, Mekka, Medina, Maghrib and the other countries belonging to al-
Aziz; it authorized him, besides, to acl as (chief] preacher, (chief) imam, inspector
of the gold and silver coinage and controller of weights and measures. He then
returned to his house, accompanied by a crowd of people, no one thinking it
proper to stay away. The k&di Abu Tahir, being always unwell, was obliged to
keep his room, and there he taught Traditions to the numerous scholars who went
to visit him. This continued till the end of the month of Zu '1-Kaada, 367 (9th July,
A. D. 978), when he died. He had then attained the age of eighty-eight years,
and had held the post of kddi for sixteen years and seventeen days. He was autho-
rized, during that period, to revise the judgments (pronounced in the courts of lave),